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LAST TESTIMONY OF SISTER EMMA,

In 2 conversation held in the Herald Office
during the early days of the present yesr, be-
tween Bishop Togers, Elders W. W. Blair,
H. A. SBtebbing and a few others, leading
minds in the Chuareh, it waa thought advisable
to secmre from  Mother Bidamon, (Sister
Emma Smith}, her teslimony wpon :!ur‘c.uiu
puints wpon which varions opinions existed ;
and to do this, it waa decided to present io
her & few prominent guestions, which wera
penned and agreed upon, the snswera to which
might, 80 far a8 she was concerned, setile these
differences of opinion. In accordance with
this understanding the Senior Editor of the
Hewarn visited Naoveo, in Februsry last,
arriving on the 4th and remaining until the
1dth. Sister Emma answered the questions
fecely and in the presence of her huosband,
Major Lewis C. Bidamon, who was gelleraﬂj
present in their sitting.room where the a,gua
versation took place. We were more partie-
olar in this, becaunse it had been frequently
stated to ns: “Ask your mother, she knows.”
“Why don't you ask your mother; she dara
not deny these thinga,”” “You do not dare to
ask your mother !”

Our thought was, that if we had lacked
courage Lo esk her, beeause we feared the
anawers she might give, wa would put aside
that fear; and, whatever the worst might be,
we would hear it.  The result is given below;
it having been decided to give the statements
to the readers of the HErALD, in view of the
death of Bister Kmma having oceurred =0 soom
after she made them, thus piving them the
character of a last testimony.

It izintended to ineorporate these questions
and answers in the fortheoming history of the
TReorganization.

We apologized to our mother for putting
the questions respeeting polygamy and plural
wives, ag we felt we ought to do.

Guestion.—Who performed  the marriage
ceremony for Joseph Bmith and Kmms Hale 7
When? Whera?

Ansiwer.—1 was married at South Bain-
bridge, New York; at the house of Bquire
Tarbell, by him, when I was in my 22d or
23d year,

We here sugzgested that Mother Smith’s
History gave the date of the marriage as
January 18th, 1827, To this she replied :

1 think the date correct. My certifisate of
marriage was losh many years ago, in some of
the marohes we were forced to make,

In answer to & suggestion by s that she
might mistake about who marriedfather and
herself; and that it was rumored that it was
Eidney Rigdon, or a Presbyterian elergyman,
she stated :

It was not Sidney Rigdon, for I did not ses
him for years after that. It was nol & Preshy-
terian clergyman. I was visiting at Mr
Stowell’s, who lived in Bainbridge, and saw
your father there. T had no intention of mar-
rying when I left home; but, during my visit
at Mr. Stowell's, yoor father visited me there.
My folke were bitterly opposed to him; and,
being importuned by your father, aided by
Mr. Stowell, who urged me Lo morry him, and
preferring to marry him to any other man I
knew, I consented. 'We went to Squire Tar-
bell's snd were morried. Afterwatds, when
father found thaw T was marcied, he sent for
us. The acoount in Mother Smith's History
iz gubstantially eorrect as to date and place.
Your father bought your unele Jesse's [Hale]
place, off father's farm, and we lived there till
the Book of Mormen was translated; and I
think published. I was not in Palmyra long.

. How many children did you loze, mother,
before T wae born?

A, There were three. I buried ome in
Panna Irania, and a pair of twine in Ohio.

[ ho were the twing that died?

A They were nob named.

). Who were the twing whom you took to
raise ¥

A. T lost twwins.  Mrs. Murdeck had twins
and died, Bro. Muordeck came to me snd
asked me to take them, and T took the babes.
Joseph died at eleven months. They were
both sick when your father was mobbed. The
mob who tarred and feathered him, left the
door open when they went ont with him, the
child relapsed and died. Julia lived, though
waaker than the boy.

). When did you first know Sidoey Rigdon ¥
Where ¥

A. T was residing at father Whitmer's, when
I first saw Bidney Rigdon. I think he came
there.

). Was this before or after the publication
of the Book of Mormon !

A. The Book of Mormon had been trans-
lated and published some time before. Parley
P. Pratt had vnited with the Church before I
knew Sidney Rigdon, or heard of him. At
the time the Book of Mormon was translated
there was no chureh organized, and Rigdon

did mot become sequointed with Joseph and
me till after the Church was established in
1830, How long after that I do oot Enow,
but it was some time,

£}, Who wera soribes for father when trans-
lating the Baok of Mormon ¥

A, Myszelf, Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harrie,
and my brother, Reaben Hale.

. Was Alvs Hale one ¥

A, T think not. He may have writien
some ; but if he did, I do not remember it.

(. What ahout the revelation on Polyga-
my? Did Joseph Smith have anything like
it  Whaet of spiritual wifery?

A There was no revélation oo either po-
lyzamy, or spiritual wives. There were some
rumors of something of the sort, of which I
asked my husband. e assured me that all
there was of it wos, that, in & chat about plural
wives, he had. seid, “'Wnll, snch asyatom might
possibly be, if everybody was agreed to it, and
would behave as they should ; but they wounld
not; and, besides, it was contrary to the will of
heaven.”

No such thing as polygamy, or spiritnal
wifery, waa taught, l:{publin]}' or privately, be-
fore my busband’s death, that 1 have now, or
ever had any knowledge of.

I% Did he not have other wives than your-
aelf? .

A. He had no other wife but me ; nor did
he to my knowledge ever have.

(. Did he not hold marital relation with
women other than yoursell?

4. Hedid not have improper relations with
any woman that ever came to my knowledge.

). Waa there nothing about spiritual wives
that you reeoilect ¥

A, At one time my husband came to me
and asked me if' I had hesrd certmin rumers
about spiritual marriages, or anything of the
kind ; and assured me that if T had, that they
were without foundation; that there was no
auch doctrine, and never should be with his
knowledge, or consent. 1 know that he had
no other wife or wives than myself, in any
genaé, either apiritual or otherwise.

). What of the truth of Mormonizm ?

A. T know Mormonism to he the troih;
and believe the Church to have been estab-
lished by divine direction. T have complete
faith init. In writing for your father T fre-
quently wrote day after day, often sitting at
the table ecloge by him, he eittingy with Eis
face buried in bia bat, with the stone in it,
and dietating hour after hour with nothing
between us.

2. Had he oot a book or manuseript from
which he read, or dictated to you?

A. He had neither manuseript nor book to
read from.
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2. Could he not have bad, and you not
know it?

A If e had had an‘fthing of the kind he
could not have coneealed it from me.

. Aro you gure that he bad the plates at
the time you were writing for him?

A. The plates often lay on the table without
any attempt ot concezlment, wra}ilp-a& in a
smell linen tabla cloth, which I had given
him to fold them in. I cmee felt of the plates,
as they thus lay on the table, tracing their
outline and shape. They seemed to be pliable
like thick paper, and would rustle with a
metalic sound when the edges were moved by
the thumb, a8 one does sometimes thumb the
edges of 2 book.

Q. Where did father and Oliver Cowdery
write ¥

A, Oliver Cowdery and your father wrote
in tha room where I was at work.

¢). Could not father have dietated the Book
of Mormon to you, Oliver Cowdery and the
others who wrote for him, after having frst
written it, or having firet read it out of some
book T

A, Joseph Bmith [and for the first time
she wzed his name direct, kaving wsually used
the words, “your father,” or “my husband™]
eould neither write nor dictate a coberent
and well-worded letter; let alone dictating a
book like the Book of Mormon,  And, though
I was an active participant in the scenes that
trangpired, and was present during the trans-
Iation of the plates, and had cognizance of
things as they transpired, 1t is marvelous to
me, “a marvel and a wonder,” a8 mueh ao &z
to any one else.

- & T should puppose that you weuld have
uneovered the plates and examined them?

A. 1 did oot attempt to handle the plates,
other than I have told you, nor uncover them
to look at them. I was satisfied thaet it was
the work of God, and therefore did not feel it
to be necossary to do so.

Major Bidamen here suggested : Did Mr.

Bmith forbid your examining the plates ?

- A, Tdonot think he did. I knew that he
had them, and was not specially eurious about
them. I moved them from place to place on
the table, as it was peecessary in doing my
work.

). Mother, whot is your belief about the
anthenticity, or origio of the Baok of Mormon ?

A. My belief is that the Book of Morman
ia of divine authenticity—I have not the
slightent doubt of it. T am satisfied that no
man eould have dietated the writing of the
manuaeripta unless he was inapired ; for, when
acting as his seribe, your father would dictate
to me hour after hour; and when retwrning
after meals, or after interruptions, he would at
once begin where he had left off, without
either sesing the manuseript or haviog any
portion of it read to him. This was a nsual
thing for him to do. It wounid have been im-

robable that o learned man could do this; and,
tor one so ignorant and unlearned as he was,
it was simply impossible.

. What was the eondition of feeling be-
tween you and father ¥

A, {t. waa good.

. Wers you in the habit of quarreling ?

A, No. era was no mecessity for any
guarreling, He knew that I wished for noth-
ing but what was right ; and, a8 he wished for
nothing else, we did not disagree.  Ile usually

gave some heed to what I Lad to say. It waa
quite a grievous thing to many that I had any
influence with him.

). What do you think of David Whitmer ¥

A. David Whitmer I believe to be an hon-
eet and trathiul man. T think what he states
may bo relied on.

). It has heen stated sometimes that you
apostatized ab father's death, and joined the

ethodist Chureh. What do you sy to this?

A. I have been called apostate; bui T
have never apostatized, nor forsaken the faith
I at first accepted; but was called so because
I would not sccept their new fangled notion.

Q. By whom were you baptized? Do you
remember ¥

. T think by Ofiver Oowdery, at Bain.
bridge.

‘3. You say that you were married st Bouth
Bainbridge, and have used the word Bain-
bridge. Were they one and the same town ?

A. No. There waz Bainbridge and South
Bainbridge; some distance a%arﬁ- how far I
dow't know. I was in South Bainbridge.

These queations, and the answers ghe had
given to them, were read to my mother by me,
the day before my leaving Nauvoo for home,
and were affirmed by her. Major Bidamoea
stated that he had frequently conversed with
her on the subject of the tramalstion of the
Book of Mormon, and her present anawors
answers were subatantislly whet she had always
stated in regard to it. Joseru Ssirm,
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BRELATIONE OF mﬁ_n AHD BODY.

Whatever that thing, fact, fumction, or
idea which wo call mind may be, or whether
the brain, aa it ia generally believed, s or is
nob its sole organ of manifestation, it ia wai-
versally admitted that varying bodily eon-
ditiona are aceompanied by related variations
of mental states. Aphasis, infanity, imbeeil-
ity, are so often found sccompanied by certain
deflnite pathological alterstions in the brain

substance that they are generally held to be
eympathetic of ench losal changes. 8o, alao,
though in & more general way, melancholia
and depression, as well 28 exaltations and ex.
citements of the mihd, are koown to depead
largely on corresponding general bodily con-
ditions of retarded or aceelerated physiologi-
eal processes.

It is also held, though in & leas defiaite
manner, that the health of the hody may be
affected, boneficially or injuriously, by certain
states of the mind, ns of hope or desponden-
cy. Or, more in detail, medical men have
ohocrved that certain mentsl states affecl cor.
tain fonctions in certain definite ways, As,
for instance, sndden anxiety, ss of the non-
arrival of a friend when expeeted, may eauso
an inereese of the peristaltic action, while
prolonged anxiety is I?t- to causa the contrary
effect. Joy over good news or at the roturn
of long-absent friends diminishes pastric
seerotion snd cauees loss of appeiite. The
feeblo held on life of the suicidal, and the
gurprising reeoveries from serious diseszes and
after apparently fatal injuries, in persons
whose mental charnoteristics are hopefulpess
and determination, are often reeurring facts,
familiar to all —Dr. Chas. F. Taylor; in Pop-
wlar Scienes Monthly for Hay.

Hax the drand summons eomof  Tho the cold arms of donth

Encloss thy danghter nowt [wraath,

And doth the obaplet of the deep, unknows, cold ailance

Encirele Ornar's brow? -
Tos; Inid within the sombre glosm
Thot ends mortatlty, the tomb,
With Iron band and giant’s might,
With volcaless tongue and snnless night,
Has won anid hidden ber from sight,
And hor wa know no more.
Timo's san has set, 1ife's radiant iglt,
Beams not oow s of Fore ;.
Morctal vitality has flad,
And Qracy’s numberad with the doad.

And i thiz death the end? I8 thare no otbher pleam

O Life beyond (ks oloud

And deth the donth of mortals here, forbid a Léam '

Thnt death doth not enshrewd
Koz far boyond this maotle dark,
In dimly soon & radiané spark,
That npward riaes from the fire
OF Immortality, and higher
Apsends. Then glows the night
Till % rosplondant pun-Lurst come
Athwart the confings of the tomb,
Then, by crestive might,

" The ruthiess bands are riven in twain ;

Your Oracy then sball Hye agnin,

“Ehall Yive again™  What menn thess words
That with magrotic power the chords

Of Iove do tonch? Xt s that he

Who wenyes the beauteos dindem

Of Tife, hing entorad in the wls

T dnath, which makes the mortal quall;
And, "mid the darkling shedes alona,
When mortal 1ifs and strength had flows,
With power divine did conguar death,
And ob the mortal hraw tha wresth

0f immorintity did plara,

And now the moreal, face to face,

With that dreacd mesgenger an stand,
And Enow his anmmons Lo the lund

O shodes, i bot the opaning door
To m new lifz ;) then nover mora B
Tpon the belght calostiol shors ’
Bhadl o'er agoln desth’s fcy band

Blnd 1ifs i boodsge with his band,

Then waop mot.  Though thy child L= dead,
The movtal part alowe iz luid
Within the grave; we seo the light
Of Paradiss, where nover night
O celd and silent denth can come,—
Thore in the spirits bappy home ;
Thors, with the raseomed who await
Tha Messad resarrection atate,
Dobl Gracy wait and reat,
Themn, when the sninted dead shall break
Tl honds of denth, and conguering “wake .
To life oternal blessd,
There will thy darlivg duoghter be,
From roortal lif aud death madoe free.

Them, whon thy ave of 1lfe doth vorgoe

To pight of death, although tbe sorge

Of powore of darkneas iy wssail

Thy earthly conrsa, tho wilt prevail,
Ifatondily thon viewest afar

Tha Chrirtlan's guide, that Lolar Siar
Which shines athware [Lo's shadowy path,
“Ewill el thess ont Beyond teir wralh;
Yea, guide theo aver, an_d will maon
Canduct to 1Efo’s supornal neon,

When thos hast gnined tha Qolden Etramd
O T'pradlise, and Joyous sland
Within the opened gnte,
Tpen the borders of that land
Thy doughter slall await
Thy coming ti thob blesged saat
O glorioma Life, amd hoste to greet
Thy advent thither. And, s meet
To think, thut, side by side,
The mather with the child shall como
And bld thes welcoms to that homa, d
In glory to ablde,
TUntl the mortal graved are dorn
Azunder, whan the rodinnt mori
OF Beanrrestion Day,



